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Not when you are half way up a Scottish mountain in mid-November in the pouring rain! 

That’s where we found ourselves towards the end of 2016 when planning activities began on the upgrading of 
The Snub hill path at Loch Brandy, a hugely popular walk with day trippers of all ages and abilities.

INSIDE........
Chairman’s report  Chairman Ian Moffet gives his review.

Lowland Paths Speyside Way, Deeside Way  and more....

The Mountains and the People Upland Paths,, volunteers, training and education....

At 2,746ft, the views from the summit at the Snub 
are superb, not forgetting the vast array of wildlife 
that have made the area their home.  No wonder then 
that the path route had deteriorated due to high user 
numbers which, along with the steepness of the 
route, meant the path was suffering badly from 
drainage and erosion issues.

One of our priority projects, we set about upgrading 
and correcting this path in November 2016 
anticipating a build that would be relatively straight 
forward.   

Working on the boundary of Loch Brandy, a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), consents had to be 
obtained from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
including a strict protocol on stone gathering.  

Restrictions are often applied to SSSIs.  Specific 
flight paths for helicopters, sympathetic landscaping 
and challenging surveys are all par for the course -  
and without exception the Snub had them in spades!

As in all upland path repairs, all works had to be 
sympathetic to the landscape with every care taken 
to cause no damage or disturbance to the 
surrounding area.  

As The Snub is within the Cairngorms Massif Special 
Protection Area (SPA) which is designated for 
Golden Eagle, there was some work to do to ensure 
these majestic birds remained calm and 
unconcerned such as with no fly zones being applied 
for the helicopter bringing in the local stone.  

All standard protocol until we were introduced to the 
possibility of Peregrine Falcons in the area, especially 
as the timing for the path upgrade was around their 
nesting calendar.  With the worlds’ fastest bird being 
afforded the highest degree of legal protection, 
considerable time was spent establishing whether 
there were any breeding pairs in the area to ensure 
any potential disturbance was avoided. 

The Scottish Raptor Study Group was engaged to 
constantly monitor the site for many weeks with all 
etiquette and instructions having been followed to 
the letter.  We are delighted to advise that the end 
result is a completed upgrade of The Snub with the 
local raptor residents having experienced zero 
disturbance.

The Snub Path Upgrade looking towards Loch Brandy
with The Snub hill visible on the left

Annual R
eport 2016 - 2017

for 
Scotland

Outdoor
Access
Trust



ONE YEAR ON….
A Foreword From The Chairman
Having been in post for just over a year now, I am 
delighted to report that we have been busier than 
ever over the past twelve months.  With our first 
sets of trainees having graduated, many more 
kilometres of paths having been upgraded and a 
full and varied programme of volunteering events, 
we look forward to the next twelve months with 
huge enthusiasm. 

I would like to welcome both Janet Hunter from 
Cairngorms National Park Authority and Cllr Robbie 
Withey from Aberdeenshire Council as directors to the 
OATS Board and we look forward to their input into the 
running of the Trust. 
I would also like to thank Katrina Farquhar from 
Aberdeenshire Council who has stepped down as a 
director along with Linda Mathieson, also from the 
council, who has been an expert advisor to the Trust for 
many years and who has recently retired.

We are now eighteen months into our five-year project, The 
Mountains and The People (TMTP) and are all extremely 
pleased with the initial progress that has been made.  We are 
on target with our capital path building and upgrading 
programme and have established an ever-growing database 
of amazing volunteers – turn to pages 4-6 to read more about 
the development of this project. 
As well as our TMTP project, we have been busy elsewhere on 
community paths, strategic routes and general maintenance 
activities throughout the North of Scotland and beyond.  
This is such an exciting time for OATS with a very bright future 
in store and many years of outdoor access projects in the 
making.  I would personally like to thank Dougie Baird, OATS 
CEO for successfully leading 
our specialised team and thanks 
must also go to the OATS team 
members themselves for their 
dedication and passion to 
ensuring effective outdoor 
access for all. 

IAN MOFFETT, 
November 2017

At 2,746ft, the views from the summit at the Snub 
are superb, not forgetting the vast array of wildlife 
that have made the area their home.  No wonder then 
that the path route had deteriorated due to high user 
numbers which, along with the steepness of the 
route, meant the path was suffering badly from 
drainage and erosion issues.

One of our priority projects, we set about upgrading 
and correcting this path in November 2016 
anticipating a build that would be relatively straight 
forward.   

Working on the boundary of Loch Brandy, a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), consents had to be 
obtained from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) 
including a strict protocol on stone gathering.  

Restrictions are often applied to SSSIs.  Specific 
flight paths for helicopters, sympathetic landscaping 
and challenging surveys are all par for the course -  
and without exception the Snub had them in spades!

As in all upland path repairs, all works had to be 
sympathetic to the landscape with every care taken 
to cause no damage or disturbance to the 
surrounding area.  

LOWLAND PATHS - a brief update
Speyside Way 
On behalf of Cairngorms National Park Authority and 
with funding from the Scottish Government, this year 
saw the continued development of the 
Speyside Way between Aviemore and 
Kingussie.  Extending the path just 
beyond Kincraig to reach the 
settlement of Ardgeal where a 
2m width stretch of 
aggregate path was 
constructed adjacent to 
and above the Kincraig 
Shinty Pitch. 
The next section through 
Inshriach Wood was 
submitted to Highland 
Council Planning at the end 
of the year, with a section of 
the earlier proposed route 
being changed to ensure less 
disturbance to the resident 
Capercaillie in the area.  
A trial installation of the first ‘cycle path cattle 
grid’ on the extension at Kinrara proved successful, 
paving the way for future installation along the route.

Deeside Way
The initial stages of development for the 
Deeside Way extension were undertaken, 

again for the Cairngorms National Park 
Authority, with funding received from 

both the park authority and 
Scottish Enterprise.  

The first section surveyed and 
specified was between the 
Keiloch Car at Invercauld 

and Braemar. 

The proposed Deeside Way goes 
over the Old Bridge of Dee 

taking in this view on the way



LOWLAND PATHS - a brief update
Community Paths 
For the last two years, Storms Bertha, Frank and Gertrude caused much disruption to people’s lives and considerable 
damage to property.  Several riverside paths were also damaged with the unbound aggregate unable to hold against 
exceptionally powerful floodwaters.  

Newtonmore
Part of the devastation of Storm Bertha was an 
entire bridge on the Wildcat Trial near Newtonmore 
being swept away.  After applying for funds via the 
Rural Payments Improving Public Access (IPA) 
grant OATS were awarded two thirds of the cost to 
replace the bridge, with the remaining third funded 
by Cairngorms National Park Authority. 
We are delighted to announce that a repositioned 
bridge once again allows access at a strategically 
important location linking up the path network in 
the area.

Seven Bridges
Away from the flood damaged paths, a new 1km 
section of the Seven Bridges path adjacent to the 
South Deeside Road was awarded two thirds 
funding under the Rural Payments IPA Scheme.

Strathdon Bridge
Both storms Bertha and Gertrude had an impact on 
the Strathdon Bridge path and so it was decided to 
re-survey the path and use a more durable surface 
option on sections most vulnerable to flooding. 

Crathie
This all abilities path was damaged along a section 
adjacent to the River Dee however with assistance 
from OAT’s The Mountains and The People (TMTP) 
Project Trainees and volunteers from the Royal Guard,  
the path was repaired using a grass honeycombed 
paving system more durable in the event of future 
spates of flooding. 
The repair of the path was funded by Cairngorms 
National Park Authority and OAT’s TMTP project and 
welcomed by the nearby Opportunity Holidays who 
have disabled friendly holiday cottages. 

Queens Royal Guard & OATS TMTP Trainees
working on the all abilities path at Crathie.



UPLAND PATHS FOCUS

Beinn a Ghlo is a substantial massif with three 
munros across a wide area of ground at high 

altitude.   Another hugely popular area for 
walking, the large number of footfall along 
with the challenges of the Scottish weather 
have resulted in a multitude of eroded paths.  

2016/17 saw works completed on the Glen at 
the back of Beinn a Ghlo, which focussed on 
narrowing these routes down into two main 
routes, enabling sustainable access to the 
mountains along with the recovery of damaged 
habitats and landscape scarring.   

In order to facilitate the building works, 130 bags of local stone 
won from Craig Mellon were imported by helicopter, with 
restricted flight lines applied to ensure the raptors remained 
unharmed.
The path upgrading involved repair of the widening peat trod and 
gullying issues on the steep accent at the top of Corrie Fee.  
Despite the difficult conditions with heavy rains and driving 
winds throughout the build, the site has been finished to a very 
high standard and will provide a lasting solution for many 
generations to come. 
Fantastic feedback on this path 
has already been received with 
various comments on 
Facebook, Walk Highlands and 
directly from the Angus 
Rangers.

Mayar in the Angus Glens

Beinn a Ghlo After and (inset) Before

Cairngorms completed paths 2016-2017
Deeside 

Lochnagar Plateau; Meikle Pap; Dubh Loch;
Angus Glens 

Glittering Skellies; Jock’s Road; The Snub; Mayar
Highland Perthshire 

Airgoid Bheinn; 
Beinn a Ghlo return 

Cairngorms National Park

We are fast approaching the end of the second year of The 
Mountains and The People project, our £6.4M programme in 
partnership with both of Scotland’s National Parks, Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Forestry Commission Scotland and Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  
A huge amount has been done in both of Scotland’s National 
Parks – far too much to feature in the next two pages. What 
follows is purely a taster focussing on two of the most popular 
routes in each National Park.
Situated above the picturesque Corrie Fee, Mayar is one of a 
number of very popular munros in the heart of the Angus Glens.
Working closely with SNH due to the raptor nest sites, this was a 
challenging project in making sure proper mitigations were in 
place to comply with the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and 
to ensure the Peregrine Falcons and Golden Eagles experienced 
no unwanted disturbance. 

Upgraded path
at Mayar,

Angus Glens



UPLAND PATHS FOCUS
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park

Loch Lomond completed paths 2016-17
Arrochar Alps 

 The Cobbler (main); The Cobbler return
Crianlarich/Tyndrum 

 Stob Binnien; Stob Binnien to Ben More
Trossachs/Lomond

Ben Ledi; Ben Venue; Ben Lomond

Ben Lomond at a shade under 3200ft, is the most southerly of the 
Munros offering an exhilarating walk and, on a clear day, fabulous 
views across the whole of Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National 
Park.  Ben Lomond, or the Beacon Hill as it translates from the Gaelic 
‘Beinn Laomainn’, is certainly one of, if not, the most popular upland 
walks in the Trossachs.  Due to its proximity to Glasgow and the 
Central belt, Ben Lomond rivals almost all hill routes in Scotland and 
can boast over 80,000 visitors annually… 

 

2.5Km of the Ben Ledi main path was 
upgraded this year as part of our upland 
path priority programme.  Having suffered 
several landslips previously, it was 
decided, following information gathered 
from a FCS geological survey showing 
stability issue across the crags, to move 
the path away to mitigate the slips risk and 
develop a new line. These works have 
involved huge efforts with the sheer 
amount of as dug material shifted to 
construct the new line.  Helicopter logistics 
were employed once again to supply 
working stone for pitching and drainage 
features and approx. 240 tonnes of stone 
were deposited along the path line.

Ben Lomond After and (inset) Before

Detailed environmental assessments were carried out for otters and ground nesting birds at Ben Ledi

Ben Lomond steps after and
(inset) Before

 “There is a beautiful 
new trail up Ben Ledi, 
which eliminates the 

boggy sections…. 
The trail is easy to 

follow, dry, and looks 
like it will help preserve 
the surrounding area.”



Elements video gives an insight into the work of an Upland Path Trainee 
- visit the TMTP website to take a look  

www.themountainsandthepeople.org.uk

A hugely successful year with two cohorts of 
trainees, one based in the Cairngorms National 
Park and the other in Loch Lomond & Trossachs 
National Park.  Twelve of them gained their full 
SVQ award with one of the trainees achieving 
runner up in the LANTRA Learner of the Year 
Awards for Environmental Conservation 
Category – congratulations Gill Walker! 
Areas worked in for the Loch Lomond trainees 
included Craigmore, The Cobbler and The Harry 
Lauder Memorial and for the Cairngorms 
trainees – Balmoral, Mar Lodge and Invercauld 
Estates proved to be favourites.   
Clearing waterbars and crossdrains, surfacing 
and landscaping, stone pitching, ford 
construction and top side ditching were some of 
the areas of work undertaken by the trainees 
throughout their six-month training 
programme.  
Placements took place with various upland path 
contractors as well as RSPB and National Trust 
for Scotland with the majority of the trainees 
now working in outdoor access related jobs 
including countryside ranger, path contractor, 
landscape gardener and trail builder. 

TRAINING

Ben A’an
Visitor Stats

 (Jan-Mar 2017)

282 per day (at weekends)

Busiest day - Sunday 



Volunteering activity has been growing steadily throughout the 
year with the number of volunteers increasing week on week.  
Our volunteers come from far and wide to help conserve the 
natural heritage of Scotland’s National Parks and together we 
have managed to achieve some great things.
There have been plenty of opportunities to get involved with at 
least one volunteer task offered in each National Park each 
month. These regular activities allow anyone to book a space and 
come and join us for the day.   Some of the volunteer task 
highlights include:
Walking the whole Meall a’Bhuachaille hill path in the 
Glenmore Forest, clearing all the drains and 
ditches on the way. It was the first big hill one of 
our volunteers had climbed, good going - 
especially on one of the hottest days of the 
year! 
Clearing all the drains and ditches on the Ben 
A’an hill path in the Trossachs. The pouring 
rain, low cloud and midges didn’t stop the 
group from reaching the top and making a big 
difference to the path.
Rebuilding an entire section of the Loch Muick path 
that had been washed out. Most of the volunteers were 
new to path building and experienced a real sense of 
achievement.
As well as the regular volunteer tasks, we have worked with a 
number of organisations and groups to undertake conservation 
tasks; Venture Scotland brought a group to help maintain the 
Conic Hill path; Boots and Beards visited Inchcailloch and cleared 
a section of path that had become overgrown; Braemar Outdoor 
Group came out in force to learn how to do basic maintenance on 
one of the local paths and West Dunbartonshire Council Youth 
Horizons group spent a day helping our trainees to rebuild a 
section of the West Highland Way.

We also worked with two local high schools who were taking 
part in the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park Junior 
Ranger scheme.  Clearing cross drains, McLaren High School 
pupils worked on the lower section of the Ben Ledi hill path and 
Balfron High School pupils were on Conic Hill.
Despite the challenges of recruiting volunteers together with the 
difficulty of finding sites appropriate for volunteer tasks, we are 
confident that we will grow our volunteer family during 2017 and 

look forward to working with them all in helping to 
conserve our mountain paths. 

Adopt a Path
Launched in June this year by the 

Chief Executives from the RAFE 
partnership, the scheme will 
have 79 paths to be adopted 
over the lifetime of the project.  
The planning and designing of a 

new Adopt a Path website has 
started to make the job of 

recording the issues on each path 
much easier.  The plan is to recruit new 

Adopt a Path volunteers and train them in 
the Spring of next year with a good level of interest 

already having been expressed in both National Parks. 

Next Step Walks
Our new partnership with Ramblers Scotland and Walk in the 
Park (Loch Lomond & Trossachs Countryside Trust) saw the 
first of the Next Step walks delivered.  The walks aim to offer 
health walk participants the opportunity to progress to 
something more challenging, benefiting from getting out in the 
mountains. 
More walks planned throughout next year…. 

VOLUNTEERING



Thank You To All Who Support Our Work:
OATS would be unable to carry out the level or standard of work we do without financial support from a wide range of bodies. The work within this 

business plan has been supported by wide range of public bodies, NGOs, private companies and private individuals.
Balmoral Estate not only supports us with a donation but the arrangement with Balmoral Estate for Spittal Of Glenmuick Car Park is of the highest 

importance to OATS, providing income that we can use to leverage grants for projects.

 
 

 

 

 

 Outdoor Access Trust for Scotland
Unit 1 Aboyne Castle Business Centre, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 5JP

T: 013398 87777 F: 013397 20077
E: info@outdooraccesstrustforscotland.org.uk www.outdooraccesstrustforscotland.org.uk

OATS is a company limited by guarantee, Company No. SC186301 and is a recognised Scottish charity SC028028.
Registered office: Johnstone House, 52-54 Rose Street, Aberdeen AB10 1HA.
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Between us we manage over £1,500,000 of work each year in Scotland and beyond.   L to R: Murray Swapp, Lisa Barnard,
Keith Mackey, Julie Wilson, Kevin Fairclough, Dougie Baird, Tom Wallace, Gordon Paxton-White and Ian Moffett (Chair).

Not forgetting absent friends.  Congratulations to Rosie Winch on the birth of her twin girls – we look forward to seeing you back next year. 

Through our trading arm, COAT Trading Ltd, we provide a range of consultation services including path 
surveys, route planning and contract management.

Dava Way
The Dava Way Association 
were awarded funding from 
Sustrans to construct a new 
2m width 1.3km section of 
path between Lynmore and 
Grantown on Spey with OATS 
overseeing the tender and 
management of the path 
contract to its completion in 
early summer.

Speyside Way
As a result of a request from 
SNH to design, develop and 
manage the contract for a 
830m section of path, OATS 
are delighted to advise that the 
path, bridge and boardwalk 
were constructed over the 
Autumn and Winter this year.

Huntly
OATS was asked by The Huntly 
and District Development Trust 
to develop and submit to 
planning a 1.2km, 1.8m width 
path linking Greenmyres Farm 
near Huntly to the nearby 
Forestry Commission wood-
land at Gartly Moor. 
The planning permission was 
awarded at the end of March 
2017.

Boat of Garten
The Boat of Garten and Vicinity 
Community Council 
approached OATS to survey 
and specify a 1.4km, 2m width 
all abilities path in woodland at 
the back of the village hall.
After being awarded planning 
permission the Community 
Council are exploring options 
for funding.

CONSULTANCY

INTRODUCING THE TEAMINTRODUCING THE TEAM


